COUNCIL Agenda Item 52(f)

28 January 2010 Brighton & Hove City Council

NOTICE OF MOTION

LABOUR GROUP AMENDMENT

VAN DWELLERS IN BRIGHTON & HOVE

To delete the wording as struck out throughout, and the insertion of all new wording
shown in bold italics:

The motion to read as follows:

“This Council notes the growing number with-concern-the-growing-problem of “van

dwellers” on the City’s roads. The only other cities in the U.K. with similar levels of
lived in vehicles are Bristol and Blackpool.

Furthermeore; This Council notes that van dwellers do not generally meet the legal
definition of gypsies and travellers and in the main, have expressed a desire to

remain in Brighton & Hove. Unlike-gypsies-and-travellers,-local-authorities-have-no
specific-duties-towards-van-dwellers:

This Council considers that the legal measures available to deal with the problem of
van dwellers are both cumbersome and inadequate:
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Therefore, this Council resolves:

4. To ask the Chief Executive to write to the Secretary of State for Communities
and Local Government asking him to recognise the unique nature of the van
dwelling and to request that councils be required to undertake a survey of
the accommodation needs of “van dwellers” and report to the
government accordingly, in order for policies to be established to enable
counc:ls to address their partlcular accommodatlon needs.” problem-in

Proposed by:  CliIr Gill Mitchell Seconded by: CllIr Juliet McCaffery
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